Handling The Word Of God Deceitfully

2 Corinthians 4:2 But we have renounced the hidden things of shame, not walking in craftiness nor handling the word of God deceitfully, but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God.
     Unfortunately there are people who use the word of God with the intention to deceive you. Satan is the source of all lying. From the very beginning with Eve, the lie is one of his main ways of deception. 
Matthew 4:5-6 Then the devil took Him up into the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 and said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. For it is written: 'He shall give His angels charge over you,'

and, 'In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.'"

     Satan knows what the word of God says and will even try to use the word of God to better cloak his deception. When Satan was trying to tempt Jesus to sin he quotes the truth of the scriptures correctly, it is the application of the scripture where his deception was attempted.
2 Corinthians 11:14-15 And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light. 15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose end will be according to their works. 
     The ministers of Satan will use the same tactics their master does in their efforts to deceive people. They are not going to stand up and say, “Hey everyone I am a false teacher.” Sometimes they may be deceived themselves and not realize they are a false teacher. 
2 Peter 3:16 as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which untaught and unstable people twist to their own destruction, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures.
     There are different ways to deceitfully use the word of God. The easiest way is to simply add a word or take a word away. Satan did this when he lied to Eve. He simply added the word “not” to the word of God. Another way is to twist the meaning of a scripture where the application of the verse is completely missed and leads you into sin. The scripture Satan quoted to Jesus was correctly quoted. However, the application was completely missed.
1 Thessalonians 5:21 Test all things; hold fast what is good. 

     Our job is to test everything we are taught to make sure the scriptures are being used properly. When the sense of a scripture is properly understood then the application can be properly done.
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