Discerning Between Good And Evil

1 Kings 3:8-9 Therefore give to Your servant an understanding heart to judge Your people, that I may discern between good and evil. For who is able to judge this great people of Yours?" 

I. The Potential To Discern Between Good And Evil

Genesis 3:5 For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 

Genesis 3:7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings.

Genesis 3:22 Then the LORD God said, "Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to know good and evil. And now, lest he put out his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever"
Romans 2:14-15 for when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do the things in the law, these, although not having the law, are a law to themselves, 15 who show the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and between themselves their thoughts accusing or else excusing them) 

II. Calling Evil Good And Good Evil

Isaiah 5:20 Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who put darkness for light, and light for darkness; Who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! 
Proverbs 16:25  There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death. 
Proverbs 21:2 Every way of a man is right in his own eyes, But the LORD weighs the hearts. 

Judges 21:25 In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes.
III. Correctly Discerning Between Good And Evil

Jeremiah 10:23 O LORD, I know the way of man is not in himself;

It is not in man who walks to direct his own steps.
Hebrews 5:13-14 For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. 14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.
Romans 7:7 What shall we say then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! On the contrary, I would not have known sin except through the law. For I would not have known covetousness unless the law had said, "You shall not covet."

Proverbs 9:10 "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom,

And the knowledge of the Holy One  is understanding.

Psalm 19:7-9 The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul;

The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple; 

8 The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart;

The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; 

9 The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever;

The judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.

